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VIETNAM WAR VETERANS 
Statement by Member for Moore  

MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [12.55 pm]: Today I rise to acknowledge our Vietnam War veterans.  This Saturday, 
18 August, marks the forty-first anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan.  The tradition of recognising this battle, 
which claimed the lives of 18 young Australians and is now etched in the annals of Australia’s military history, 
has been extended to be known as Vietnam Veterans Day.  On a regular basis, I continue to meet Vietnam 
veterans who, as a result of changed community attitudes that now proudly recognise our Vietnam veterans, are 
coming to terms with their personal problems, the majority of which have resulted from the disgraceful reaction 
they received from sections of the public and the media at the time of their return from service.  The demonising 
of our diggers at that time was a shame that the nation now recognises.  Sadly, so many of our returned diggers, a 
large number of whom were conscripts, have lived their lives with the legacy of the rejection they received: but 
not any more; it is great to meet more and more Vietnam veterans who are standing out proudly in our 
communities.  It must be remembered that we as a community, and particularly we in this place as members of 
Parliament, should appropriately on this day pay our respect to our Vietnam veterans, not in any way to suggest 
glorification of war or to debate the rights or wrongs of our participation in the conflict but, moreover, to simply 
acknowledge their service to our nation and to recognise the personal trauma that many of them have suffered 
over the past 41 years.  On Saturday, if members see a Vietnam veteran, they should go up to him and say, 
“Good on you, mate.  We are proud of you and we thank you.” 
 


